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About Tai Sang Wai
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Around 30 to 40 years ago, the zone of the yet-to-be-built Fairview
Park next to Tai Sang Wai was a fishpond area. Due to the construction
of the residential complex, the inhabitants there were relocated to Tai
Sang Wai. Nowadays, there are about 70 residences in Tai Sang Wai
while most occupants are elderly. Among all villagers, 3 or 4 of them
are still engaging in fish farming.

Adjacent to the Mai Po Nature Reserve, Tai Sang Wai locates within
the Ramsar Convention Wetland. Buildings in this area are subjected
to strict governmental regulations. The government sends officials
for inspection frequently. If the fish farmers seek to construct new stilt
houses for storing aquaculture tools, they must submit applications to
the government and comply with strict rules.

There are currently about 40 fishponds in Tai Sang Wai, and the
depth of these ponds ranges from 2 to 6 metres. Situated along the
Deep Bay, these fishponds abound with grey mullet, which accounts
for about 5% of the freshwater fish supply in Hong Kong. As early as
the 1940s, the aquaculture industry in Hong Kong initiated the gei
wai culture. By flushing in the seawater from Deep Bay, which is full
of young shrimps and fry, farmers could cultivate marine products
in ponds enclosed by bunds along the shore. However, due to water
pollution to the Deep Bay, farmers have transformed from gei wai
culture to pond culture. The parameter of the fishpond is scattered
with cargoes and bamboo scaffoldings for supply storage. In the past,
there were even considerable numbers of stilt houses resembling
those commonly seen in Tai O. At the fishponds, there are all sorts
of aquaculture facilities, including pond aerators, feeding machines,
fishnets, wooden frames for storing food, and so on.

The fishponds are regularly ploughed to eliminate bacteria
accumulated in the water and soil. Generally, the fishponds are
drained and dried after the harvest in fall and winter. Then, bulldozers
are used to plough and level the ground. During the operation,
migratory birds will take the opportunity to forage. Various kinds of
birds often come to Tai Sang Wai to forage in different seasons. The
pond-heron and the great egret are amongst the most common birds
in the area.

Apart from aquaculture, fish farmers also make use of the fertile pond
mud to plant fruiters to improve the economic benefit of the fishpond.
They usually plant jackfruit, wampee, and mulberries. And that is why
the steamed bun, a signature snack of the Tai Sang Wai villager, is
wrapped in mulberry leaves.

REABYEE —.

Curatorial Statement

—IRER ' BRI RIBZER - BREI  BESR
B —RRAERMEAMISE - RICRABER ?
BRECHEFPHURDE -8  DUKRBXARZAR
RREXRNFHFNRER AR ?

HE 7 HE | AIEN [ME] BAOUHEE - &S
R BY AREBER-

ABRRARBRER ARARBBM - tBR
RRRBAERREX  RURHEIR ? BHAM
e |

ABEGHARKH  KRBERRSE - RIE
BERR  REBRESREM - ANSREI
ERMERSE -

KB EBY)  BERPLED - BARBNKER
Y- BEMBRRBNHRE  BENEDTERN
BT AR RR SREERWEPH—
8 - RMENIIRIREN - BOBERAR

ABRJ/REAM ERADVILTS - RREORT
DA EBSR  TRANBREEBRIES
R-BARNTURRBRY  BARARLE B
BRYBRZHNREHEREBABHRIE -

BEABRERRAM - RAOAMWOT - BB
RBEAMLEHER  RUFRARPLESE - 21
i - ARBRUREST - REANMIERTY
HRREBRTE -

[RERTEME ] BRA-—LQAERKRBRERAK
- DRBHRARNES  KKREPEFRE
AR FERFIB—LD -

PR 88 wEAN
WEEE (35 ERREREH)  BEEE
ssHRe BIER

Have you ever thought that a meal can not only feed and satisfy your
hunger but also connect you with the earth and the others? Have you

ever concentrated savouring a meal, just to taste the hard works of the
fishermen and farmers, and to express your gratitude towards the earth?

Hong Kong people often zero in on “land property”. Nonetheless, the
genuine property that the land provides for birds, animals, and human is
food.

It is the land that grants us food instead of the price we pay to
supermarkets, fishermen, or farmers.

Human being cannot live without the earth; they designate parts of the
earth as fishponds. Fishes are grown in these ponds, and then nourish the
migratory birds and us, both at the top of the food chain.

The earth breeds and nourishes countless lives while the sun shines
and nurtures plants which then feed the animal. The animals return to
the soil after death. Humans, fish, and birds are parts of the food chain
reciprocating in an endless nutrient cycle.

The most significant difference between humans and birds on earth is
that birds can eat by just opening their mouths, while mankind can only
eat after hard works. However, human being can cook, through which we
relate to one another and feel the emotion and warmth that animals do
not share.

In the past, human being continuously explored the earth and sought to
gain the knowledge of it. They deliberately exploited the resources on
the earth and the practice was criticized as anthropocentrism. In the
21" century, we have learnt a lot more about the earth, and that only by
conserving the earth can we live generation after generation.

Let’s come together to feel the earth at the “Fishpond Sweet Sustainable
Art Festival”, savour the hard works of fishermen with our taste buds, and
rethink everything that the earth has given us.

CHAN Yin Ming, Clara CHEUNG

Christina Art Director

Assistant Manager Art Together

(Education, Art Development and
Communications)
Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
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The Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation Scheme
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In 2012, the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society was funded by Environment
and Conservation Fund to start Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation Scheme
in north-west New Territories. In collaboration with local fish farmers,
habitat management measures were implemented in more than 600 ha of
fishponds to enhance the ecological value of fishponds and maintain their
atftractiveness to wildlife, in particular waterbirds, by providing feeding

grounds and roosting sites.

Fishponds are the breeding grounds and roosting sites for amphibians,
reptiles, mammals and insects such as dragonflies and fireflies. Under
such management measures, fishponds have a high ecological value by
benefiting local wildlife flourish. The scheme aims to enable all, including
human, birds and other living organisms, to meet their needs and attain a

state of equilibrium.

Besides, bird studies and education activities were conducted under the
scheme. In recent years, we have integrated the element of art to the

environmental education programs. It enriched the scheme and helped

promoting the fishpond and wetland conservation to the public.
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Art Together is a non-profit art group based in Hong Kong since 2008. We mainly
work on art projects and exhibitions at outdoor area and public space in Hong
Kong, in an attempt to reach different communities in a mobile fashion. Some of our
projects include“Art for Survival “(parade)’, In Search of the Coastline” (art education
programme), “Tape Go Go” (tape art mural) and“Under the Bridge”(comic art
outdoor exhibition). We also promote art and sustainable living through “Sustainable
Fest”, “Breath in the Nature” Land Art Camp and“Fishpond Sustainable Art Festival”.
Meanwhile, we are keen on collaborating with overseas art spaces in Macau,
Taiwan, India, Korea, etc. fo enhance community art programs and artist exchange.
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EBERBWIIN 1957 &£ © 2013 ERRBERBRBNIERNBRE (Partner) * INBABE
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The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society was established in 1957 and became a
BirdLife International Partner in 2013. HKBWS is a registered charitable institution in
Hong Kong. The mission of HKBWS.is “People and birds living in harmony as nature
continues to thrive”. HKBWS promotes appreciation and protection of birds and
their habitats through education, research, habitat management and

conservation advocacy.
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Participants will use natural pigments to make
topographs with fishes from Tai Sang Wai.
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Embracing an Imagination

BATR Artist
BB Cally YU
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Placing oneself in the landscape of Tai Sang
Wai is like embracing a miniature paradise. Why
don’t we write poems with our bodies and see
how we can embrace a secret, a little fairyland
or our loved ones?
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Write With A Feather

BAIR Artist
SE RGN Humchuk & Evelyn CHAN
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Tai Sang Wai is an important habitat for
migratory birds. Through making quill pens, we
will learn about the birds in Tai Sang Wai and
quill pen calligraphy at the same time. Let’s
write down the stories of this “food pond”.
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Rubble Decoration and Stamp
Workshop

2NEIUNABREREBESHRBEL - &
ERNELESH  NABNRARE - BRBHEBR
= -

Polishing rubble fragments from the fishponds
in Tai Sang Wai and turning them into pendants,
decorations or beautiful stamps.
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Many stall owners are here to share their
interests with the public. Let’s communicate
through music, tasty foods, barter, and art. Be
connected to the community and feel the
nature.
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Assessor Phoebe WONG &

Co-Curator of the Art Festival Christina CHAN
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Actual actions are essential to read, understand
and feel the nature. Is writing also available to
help us understand nature?
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My Ending, Your Beginning el

Cantonese

XS AMERRBEHRZEEE Hidy
Writer Cally YU &

Hidy, Tour Guide of The Hong Kong Bird
Watching Society
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Ecology is a huge cycle, in which fallen fruits
nourish the soil, and dead fishes break down
into living bacteria. There is neither redundant
death nor useless life. How can human being
learn humbly in troubled times? How can we
stop intervening the ecology and others at will?
Let the friends from Hong Kong Bird Watching
Society give us more inspiration.
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Introduction to Fishponds e el

in the New Territories

BELSZES
Director of Hong Kong Society of History
SRIZEESTE Mr. CHIN Kin Wing
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The New Territories is located between the
mountains and the seq, along the brackish
water. Fishery and farming products are
abundant here. In addition to wild seafood, fish
farming also plays an important role. In this talk,
we will introduce the history and food culture of
local fishponds.

REEHFENERMIR
BETHE
Keep the earth young, Carlerces,

energetic and happy
through your diet

IREBENEBE A Expert of Green Diet
B8 Dr. Simon S C CHAU
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“Energetic diet” should be the most popular diet
in the 2020s. Let’s learn about what and how to
eat to level up your life in a flash and live in a
spanking new realm.
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Listen, Nature, Music
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Introduction to the culture of exotic musical
instruments: breath, sound and reflection.
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fREER BRERCUEBXNREBEEABREBEN  CHAN Pak Kin was graduated from Hong Kong ﬁ%\@ [BYEERERNIE - “Food is a material with endless source of Q%% EEBHERRER REXRSBBEES  Bornand raised in Hong Kong. Groduo!fed . : : =R 5 ._ IZEN SR DEE@BTME:  SBHS\ET Music-Artistic Director of IZEN , NADA
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: ¥ i (Studio Arts and Extended Media) in 2015,
Brandon CRRBA > FPIRRNS  WLUFER Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Visual Arts in 2012.

MR ARYIDERMR - BEBIRI  Asan artist, he considers himself a story teller
FEZENER FRBARERER » &= who collects stories about objects and creates
FREOBMHEBRHBOA e relotionehin batmaen obiacts

HIFRAABR—RBARARNFEE

BELBRERIRYICH NHBRES experience on Sound Design for
i Performing Art/Theatre/Dance/Film,
EBEMB2E 10 DERBIME - SLEEH -

he’s pursuing the Aesthetics of Sound.

 BRHAHRBMHES - SBYEED - "His performances collaborating and
BEMTH - BNE BMBREF D) B improvising with dancers, musicians,
58 - BRENBEZITTHREEREL Nada directors,artists in more than 10countries
Yoga BEBTLE - festivals with Spiritual Sound, Cinematic
Soundscape, Ambient Noise, Minimal
Piano, Abstract Electronics, DJing and
Multi-Instruments. :
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Recording. She has worked with various

: iiisfs and performances in HK and .
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Sze is the founder of a non-profit music
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STERE : Alarm F1(H group: Fragrant Village, aims to tell stories
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nith over 15 x .

Winnie is a Food Designer and has
focused on food interactive programs
c esign.proje he founded
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his also enables his creative outcomes to be
n.engaging platform to share people’ stories
at material culture means.
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Fruitful “Fishpond Sweet” Workshop
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“Let’s have a meal” Fishpond Picture
Recipe Workshop

'CoIIecfing plants from fishpond with different colours

and odour, merging them with scrap paper and
turning them into recycled paper. Let’s pay attention
to the stories behind.

From the beginning of the fishpond food chain, we
draw a recipe for an animal other than human.

Appreciating the cooking skills of villagers, capturing
them in the picture recipe, let’s share a meal together.

Ricky LUK (humchuk) graduated with a master degree
in Architecture Design from the university of Hong
Kong in 2012. In 2014, he made “life” as his full time
career and worked as an artist. He uses drawing/
illustration as media to participate and collaborate in
different art project, e.g. contemporary performance,

installation and illustration books.

Ku-Sem CHAN is a painter and mixed media artist.
Nature always plays a role in her work, her fondness
in textiles and plants also influences her studio
practice. Chan's works often explore the notion of time
and nature. Her recent show, Containers, included a
group of 14 abstract and minimalistic paintings, which
explores the materiality of paint and clay, and the
relationship between handwriting and time.
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“Smoked Pottery Pond Fish” Outdoor
Pottery Class

Find, excavate, and knead the most naturalsoil
around the fishponds. Feel the freshness of pond
fishes with your own hands.

Learn about different species of fishes in the fishponds
in Tai Sang Wai, and use the clay here to create your
own pottery fish.

Use industrial waste near the fishponds to build a kiln.
Collect branches as fuel to fire the pottery fishes.

Unpack the kiln! Add a layer of protective wax to the
pottery fishes to restore their freshness.

YIU Chun Wa completed the Bachelor of Arts (Fine
Art) programme (major in ceramics) offered jointly by
RMIT University Australia and Hong Kong Art School.
Yiu won the Best Works Award from the Hong Kong
Art School’s Higher Diploma Graduation Exhibition. In
2016, Yiu held his first solo exhibition "Lad & Mountain".
Afterwards, he participated in several local and
international exhibitions including the Contemporary
Ceramic Society (HK) 20™ Anniversary Exhibition “1+1”,
the KOHLER Bold Art 2017 Exhibition and the Fine Art
Asia 2018.
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“We Are Not Dead Fish” Writing Class
at Fishponds i

In troubled times,

young souls unwilliﬁg to beg for lives
have their hearts broken.

Let’s learn from nature.

Open up your body.

Throw away your thoughts.

listen to the bird,

as if we are fishes swimming in fishponds.
Jot down all your annoyance

and get back on track.

YU Yeuk Mui (Cally YU), a Chinese writer, produces
theater text, poems, short stories and critics,

with strong concern on local cultural and social
development. By the theater work,The Ink Maze

. awarded as 2018 playwright by IATC (HK) critics

award. She has been starting the project Grey and
Green Ping Pong in 2013 to advocate creative aging
and curated at least four exhibitions and different
kinds of workshops and dance performance as an art
platform for cross-age conversations and strengthen
the subjectivity of the elderly and recognize their sense
of beauty and creativity.
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Phoebe WONG is a Hong Kong-based culture worker
with a special interest in contemporary art, design
and visual media. She was Head of Research at the

Asia Art Archive before becoming an independent
researcher and writer in 2012. Her writings have been
published in Yishu and the International Association of
Art Critics HK amongst others. Wong joined Videotage
as Board Director in 2013.

Dr Simon S C CHAU, a local icon and legend in green
living, co-founded Produce Green (the first local
organic farm), The Hong Kong Vegetarian Society,
and Greenwoods café (the first living food restaurant
in Hong Kong and China). He is a popular writer,
broadcaster and spiritual teacher.

Mr. CHIN Kin Wing is a member of the Hong Kong

Historical Society and has a wealth of experience
focusing on New Territories history and customs
research.

Like listening to and writing stories.

Local musician from Hong Kong,love to share
his life.




